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Consultee Topic Summary of Scoping Opinion Comment Summary of Response 

uncertain, the competent authority (in this case the planning 
inspectorate) may need to prepare an Appropriate Assessment, 
in addition to consideration of impacts through the EIA process. 

Natural 
England 

Ecology The development site is in proximity to the following designated 
nature conservation sites:  
• Lea Marshes SSSI, Ashton’s Meadow SSSI 
• Further information on the SSSI and its special interest 
features can be found at www.magic.gov. The Environmental 
Statement should include a full assessment of the direct and 
indirect effects of the development on the features of special 
interest within these sites and should identify such mitigation 
measures as may be required in order to avoid, minimise or 
reduce any adverse significant effects. 
• European site conservation objectives are available on our 
internet 
sitehttp://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/category/64900688
94089216 

Chapter 8: Ecology and Nature Conservation [EN010131/APP/3.1] 
assesses the impacts of the Scheme on designated nature conservation 
sites, including Lea Marshes SSSI and Ashton’s Meadow SSSI. 

Natural 
England 

Ecology The EIA will need to consider any impacts upon local wildlife 
and geological sites. Local Sites are identified by the local 
wildlife trust, geoconservation group or a local forum established 
for the purposes of identifying and selecting local sites. They are 
of county importance for wildlife or geodiversity. The 
Environmental Statement should therefore include an 
assessment of the likely impacts on the wildlife and geodiversity 
interests of such sites. The assessment should include 
proposals for mitigation of any impacts and if appropriate, 
compensation measures. Contact the local wildlife trust, 
geoconservation group or local sites body in this area for further 
information. 

Chapter 8: Ecology and Nature Conservation [EN010131/APP/3.1] 
assesses the impacts of the Scheme on locally designated sites and 
engagement has been undertaken with the Local Wildlife Trusts. The 
Preliminary Risk Assessment ES Volume 3: Appendix 15-E 
[EN010131/APP/3.3] considers the impacts of the scheme on geological 
sites.  

Natural 
England 

Ecology The ES should assess the impact of all phases of the proposal 
on protected species (including, for example, great crested 
newts, reptiles, birds, water voles, badgers, and bats). Natural 
England does not hold comprehensive information regarding the 
locations of species protected by law, but advises on the 

A desk study has been undertaken as part of the assessment of the 
Scheme on protected species and surveys have been undertaken for 
relevant protected species or habitats, by a suitably qualified ecologist 
and within the appropriate survey seasons for habitats, species or 
species group and from relevant data centres. This includes great 















 

 
Prepared for:  Gate Burton Energy Park Limited   
 

AECOM 
28 

  
 

EN010131/APP/3.3 

Environmental Statement Volume 3 

Appendix 1-C: Scoping Opinion Responses 

 

 
Consultee Topic Summary of Scoping Opinion Comment Summary of Response 

(NPPF Para 174), which should be demonstrated through the 
ES. 

Natural 
England 

Cumulative 
Effects 

A full consideration of the implications of the whole scheme 
should be included in the ES. All supporting infrastructure 
should be included within the assessment. 
The ES should include an impact assessment to identify, 
describe and evaluate the effects that are likely to result from 
the project in combination with other projects and activities that 
are being, have been or will be carried out. The following types 
of projects should be included in such an assessment, (subject 
to available information): 
a. existing completed projects; 
b. approved but uncompleted projects; 
c. ongoing activities; 
d. plans or projects for which an application has been made and 
which are under consideration by the consenting authorities; 
and 
e. plans and projects which are reasonably foreseeable, i.e. 
projects for which an application has not yet been submitted, 
but which are likely to progress before completion of the 
development and for which sufficient information is available to 
assess the likelihood of cumulative and in-combination effects. 

The ES incudes the whole Scheme; the Solar and Energy Park and Grid 
Connection Corridor as detailed in Chapter 2: The Scheme. Chapter 
16: Cumulative Effects and Interactions [EN010131/APP/3.1] 
provides an assessment of cumulative effects with other schemes. A 
long list of cumulative developments was prepared and sent to 
Lincolnshire and Nottinghamshire County Council on the 01 November 
2021.  

Natural 
England 

Ecology The S41 list includes six priority woodland habitats, which will 
often be ancient woodland, with all ancient semi-natural 
woodland in the South East falling into one or more of the six 
types. Information about ancient woodland can be found in 
Natural England’s standing advice 
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/Images/standing-advice-
ancient-woodland_tcm6-32633.pdf. Ancient woodland is an 
irreplaceable resource of great importance for its wildlife, its 
history and the contribution it makes to our diverse landscapes. 
Local authorities have a vital role in ensuring its conservation, in 
particular through the planning system. The ES should have 
regard to the requirements under the NPPF (Para. 180). 

Comment noted. All woodland will be retained and appropriate buffers 
will be placed around woodland areas to protect such habitats. 

http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/Images/standing-advice-ancient-woodland_tcm6-32633.pdf
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/Images/standing-advice-ancient-woodland_tcm6-32633.pdf





































































































